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MATTIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

PERMANENT CONFISCATION

We have recently directed the sttention of our

seut Congress and elsewhere for the purpose of
over-riding the terms of the confiscation act, as
passed by the last Congress aud approved by the
President. 1t is known that the existing act was
seoowmpanied by su explanatory resolution, adopted
sl the iustance of the President, and in conformity
with his constitutional opinions, declaring that in
proveediogs under the act no confiseation of resl
estate should extend beyond the life of the person
couvioted of tresson. Buch was the construction
which the President, supported by the highest au-
thority in the land, gave to the clause of the Con-
stitution which enjoins that © Congrass shall have
¢ power to declare the punishment of treason ; but
¢ 0o attainder of treason shall work corruption of
¢ blood or forfeiture ewcept during the life of the
‘ person aftainted.” :

Tt issafe tosay that there were not two opinions in
this country upon the meaning of this clause, so long
ssits interpretation was left to depend upon the unbi-
sased construotion and interpretation of its language.
But when the minds of men came to consider it
under the stress of certsin wishes to do what the
plain terms of the clause did not sllow, a resort
was had to “ construction construed” for the pur-
pose of extorting from it the desired signification.
It is not the first time that the Constitution has
been subjected to the rack and the thumbscrew,
but we have never witnessed an instance in which
the violence done to its terms and spirit was ap-
plied with less discretion or reason.

Disregarding alike the plain letter of the Consti-
tution, the known scruples of the President, the
declared weight of suthority, the admnni-tionu of
history, the impulses of natural justice, and the
most obvious considerations of public expediency,
the advocstes of this change in the policy of the
sonfiseation sot seek to impress on the legislation
of our country under this head s character for
feroeity which revives the worst traditions of
despotic Governments in barbarous ages. Their
minds sre so filled with thoughts of revenge that,
in meting out punishments to traitors, they seem
to forget not only what is due to the Constitution,
but to themselves. And this innovation on that
instrument and on the spirit of the age is pressed
upon the attention of Congress and the country,in
the hope, we suppose, that few will be found brave
enough to lift their voices in condemnation of any
thing that seems harsh and violent if professedly
direoted againat ““ the enemies of the coun.ury.”

There is & class of wen who habitually mistake
violence for force, and passion for earnestness, or
who suppose_that the people capnot dise:iminate
between the rant of ¢ loyalty’” and the genuine
sentiment. It is sssumed by this class that they
occupy 8 ‘ coigne of vantage” if they can take
sny position which places their antagonists under
the odium of seeming to “ask for tenderness to.
wards rebels.” We should be sorry to think that
the species of woral cowardice upon which such
men depend for their hopes of success was ss preva-
lent as is supposed. We trust that we may never live
to see the dsy when we shall lack the courage to de-

tend our honest opinions because of the odinm which |

it may be falsely rought to osst upon them by thase
who fiad it wore within the range of their limited
capacities to impute to us improper motives thaa to
soswer ourarguments. But, in truth, the present case
is not one in which there is room for any such test
of courage or constancy, as it is they who advooate,
ot they who oppose this measure, who are called
to exonerate themselves from the suspicion of act-
ing in the interest of the enemy, as they avow-
edly act in opposition to the known visws and ae-
olared policy of the President. Does any one
doubt that Gen. Jefferson Davis an 1 his coadjutors
desire the passage of sweeping and uorelenting
confiseation sets by the Congress of the Usited
States ! Does any one doubt that they wish sue-
cess to \he new movement wade in this direction 7
Or does suy one doubt that the necessary—we do
pot say the. designed—consequences of all such
measures is to overleap their sim aod to furnish &

| Justice. [f the old pagan Rowans cvuld say the W
| justice the highest injury —swmmun jus, summa injurie—

| and liberal equity should bave play as well as sbetract
rexders to the issue that has been made in the pre- | right. Extreme mensures against the rebels, which shall

't certmnly behooves & ghristian ation to be mindfal of it.
Abstract priveiples are good in their place, but political
problems iavolve so many and often so conflicting ioterests
that a large survey is needed, and a practical expediency

iovolve not only themselves, but women and ehildren in an
indiserimioate ruin, wmsy perhaps satisfy s certain grim
eraving for terrible retribution, but they will not be sane-
tioned by the public opivion of Christendow, and will,
sooner or later, induce u resction of sympathy which will
deprive them of all beneficinl effeot. 'We must not forget
that our eoemics are men, whatever their wrong-doing.
Any present injury we can do them, in order to bring them
to terms, consisteat with the laws of modern warfare, is
admissible and becoming. We have ourselves continu-
ally urged that the blows should fsll beavily and rapidly,
But when messures are proposed like the confiseation bill
pow before the House, that inflict misery for the future
rather than the present, that are retributive rather than
restorative, we oan no longer urge. It )e a subject tha
should be reserved for the calmest delibera‘ion.

- We bave not eearched history partioularly upon the
subject, but we can recall no instance of such sweeping
wholesale confiseations ae this bill contemplates.  The old
Roman Empire has the name of being about as bard a
conqueror a4 the world has seen, and yeot its usage was not
to coufiseate the property of ite enemy entirely, but to
reserve for the original propristor one-third, for the sub-
sistence of himsell and family. Cromwell's confisoations
in Ireland, which have always figured as particularly
severe, wera yet attended with allotments in Connaught,
such as the Protector deemed sufficient for family sup-
port.  Ruesia’s regime over Poland siter the insurrection
of 1830 has been considered almost merciless. Fifty
thousand Poles were sent to Siberis, and about ten thou-
sand estates were confisouted. But thess estates were
only & small proportion of the old soil of Poland. In the
State of Virginia alone there are over & hundred thousand
freeholds; within tbe limits of the * Confederasy” at
least three-fourtbs of a million. Nearly all of this vast
amount of real esta'e would be forfeited forever by ita
prasent proprietors if this confiscation measure were oar-
ried out sccording to its terms; for there is hardly & real
estate owner in the Bouth who has not participated in the
rebellion in one way or suother. Such swesping work,
were it practicable, would throw into the shade every
thing of the kind known to history.

The object of the Polish and the Irish confiscations
wae to wake quiet subjects. Their success may be read
in the chronie discontent and repeated Insurrections of
the two countries down to the present day. The object
of our confiseations must be to make willing citizens, for
our republican system admite of no sueh condition as that
of subjects. We may strip these rebels of their posses-
sions, if we plesse, but we bave got hereafter to share
political power with them, and so have our children with
their children. We would like to have some of these
wholesale confisestors answer us this question : Jf.qualified
or limited confiscations in Ireland or Poland failed to make
good subjects, how will unqualified and unlimited confisca.
tions make good citizens ! N

There are two great objects, each of supreme conse-
quence. The first is to bring this war to the speediest
close consistent with the preservation of the Union. The
sacond, to bury the bitter feelings of the war as soon af-
terward sa possible, in order that the Union may be ever
afterward at peace with itself.

Permanent confiscation does not belp the first object
one whit more than would the confiseation of the life in-
teresta. It directly defeats the second object, for it would
entaif inextinguishable hesrtburnings upon the posterity
of the present rebels for generations to come. The one

sort of confiseation, suooceaded by & restoration of proper.
ty to the family, might in & few years be forgotten. The
othier, #o loug 88 buman natore remaing what it is, would
never cease to rankle,

We truat that Congreas will study not simply the con-
stitutionality of thisa measure, but its expediency. Itisa
subject which Jm.uion should not be allowad to upproseh.
The coolest judgment alone should settle it 2o far as de-
pended on the President it was so settled, aod most wisely

THE NAVY DEPARTMENT

Iu the Senate, on Monday last—

Mr. HALE oalled up the following resolution, submitted
by him on the Sth of Jauuary

Resolved, That the Committes on Naval Affuirs be in
structed 1o inguire info the present condition of the Navy, the
eficiency of the steam engines Intely constructed and now
being constrogted for the uee of the Nuvy, the mode and man
ner of procuring supplies for the Navy, and the condnet of
the Department generally ; und that they have power to send
for persons and papera,

Mr. HaLe said: T want to make a few statements to
the Senste which I think will satisly them of the neecessity
and propriety of instituting some of these inquiries. 11t
will séen by'the estimates of ex , that we are
enlled upon to appropriate this year §142 000,000 for na-
val purposes.  This sum is large or amall by comparison.
I hure n at some pains to lonk at the naval expenditures
of the civilized world, as they have been furnished me by
one of onr gesistant librarians. 1 find that the naval ex.
penditures of Great Britain during the year 1862 were

50 402 940 ; of France for 1263 as voted the Corps l
Legislat:f, $38,000,000 ; of Spain for 1BL2-"63, £14,421 617,
of Russin tor 1562, $15442373; of lnltr;uhror budget of
1863, $5,314,000; of the Netherlands for 1562, §3,633,436;
of Bweden (or 10963, §3,603,408; of Prussia for 1862,
®1 459,260 ; of Portugsl for 1862-'63, $111,660. Theso
sams wre given i dollare, and they oomprise the naval ex-
penditures of all the civiliged natioos of the world, with
the exception of Italy and Deomark. [ialy and Denmark

fresh fulcrum over which the waning strength of
the revolt may bend itsell (0 new endeavors in
the work of insurging the Southern masses
While, therefore, we do not impugn the motiv. s
of any who injudicioualy press these extreme mes-
sures, we do charge that sll such measures are
directly ancillary to the treasonable purposes of the
insurgents, and contribute, according to their kind
and in their way, as directly to the resources of the
enemy for continuing the war as the ageats who fur-
pish him with powder and arms; for whatever
reverity of legislation tends to accumulate sod
intensify the resistance of the Southern people, with-
out proportionally strengtheniog our hands, is just

«0 much ““aid and comfort” given to the leaders |

of the rebellion.

The following judicious observations of sa Ad-
winistration paper, the New York Times, serve to
show that the true view of the topic in question is
oot confined L) sny party, and that the President
still hus among his political friends those who will
oot do contewptuous despite to his conscientious
comviotions of public duty :

From the New York limes af January 33d.

ublish no naval expenses separats from the general war
Eli)l ases ;. but the expenses of the eivilized world for u |
| year, tnkiog sowetimes 1502, and sometimes 1362 nnd 1863,
| and sometimes 1503, as they are given, amonnt in gross
| to §10= 218 092, so that we are called upoo to spend this
| your some (our willion dollars more than all the rest of the

 cording to the guarter from which favor and emo-

POLITICAL INCONSTANCY.

Many intelligent observers of the shifting phases
assumed by populsr opinion at the present peried
in our history have expressed their surprise st the
sudden and radical mutations which it has under-
goue according to the drift of events or the oscilla-
tioos of politieal and military poweria the progross
of the war. Kqual, perhaps even grester surprise
has been expressed at the facility with which
some men have modulsted their personal opinions
in conformity with the conceived predominance of
oertain principles and p ‘licies in the sdministra-
tion of the Government, insomuch that it is no
uncommon thing to witness among the most bla.
tant of the */ friends of freedom” some of the very
men who were the moat conspicuous for their sub-
servience to the ‘‘slave power,” so long as that
political clement was a power in the land.

To the eareful reader of history there ja nothing
surprising in such phenomena. They are among
the marks of a revolutionary epoch in all ages and
smong all nations. Sohiller, in his History of the
Thirty Years’ War in Germany, remarks on the
mortifying fact that during that ¢ time of storm
and pressure” “whole communities were seen to
change their nominal religious creed with the
change of their political allegiance, which latter
was dependent upon the oharmeter of the army
under whose sway they had come for the time being.
Where Wallenstein pitched his tents the, people
were Imperialists and Catholies ; where Gustavus
Adolphus marched with his conquering legions the
people were Royalists and Protestants; and the
frequency with whioh these changes ocourred came
in the end, says the historian, to leave an injurious
impression on the manliness of the population thus
affected by them. And as in Germany, so also in
France, where during the last seventy yeara poli-
tical revolutions have beer most frequent, the same
sudden changes have been seen in the person of
whole communities, and partioularly of individuals
filling a large space in the popular eye, whether aa
soldiers, statesmen, or courtiers. So true is this,
and 80 keen is the perception of the fsot among
the French people, that some years ago a ¢ Die-
tionary of Weathercocks’” was published for the
diversion of the wits of Paris. In this Dictionary
a record was made of the names of those who at
different periods in the recent history of France
had turned their faces in different directions, ae-

lument were seen to come. And after some of
these names, says Dr. Lieber, in referring to this
‘pleasant book, there was a fearful row of hiero-
glyphical vanes, significant of the frequeney and
facility with which the persons who bore them had
shifted their attitude. ;

Whea, therefore, we witness the apectacle of
men once notorions for their servility to the politi-
cal power of the South, but who now make broad
the phylacteries of & Pharisaic homage to “ Loy-
alty” and * Liberty,” we have no oocasion to be
surprised, as though this generation or this coun-
try had produced any thing more monstrous than
belongs to the ordinary developments of a troublous
time. And where this mutability of épinion can-
not be explained by transparent motives of cupidi-
ty, leading men to have a keen perception of pri-
vate advantage as well as of public expedienoy,
there are still other considerations which enable na
to perceive its origin without being underthe neces-
sity of ascribing it to conscious dishomedty. And
these considerations are thus specified by Dr. Lre-
BER, in commenting on the perverted use and
application of the false wmaxim, Vox populi, vox
Dei,  He saya:

* However indistinet thé meaning of the maxim may
be, the iden intended to ba conveyed and the imposing
character; of the saying have nevertheless ocontributed to
produce in some countries s general inability to remain in
the opgpsition—that necrsenry slement of eivil liberty.
A degree of shame sesms there to be dttapghed to s person
that does not awim  with the broad stream. No matter
what flagrant eontradictions may take place, or however

sudden the changes may be, thers seems to exisl in every

one a feeling of discomfort, uotil ha bas joined the genaral
current.  To differ from the dominaut party or the ruling
majority appears almost like daring to contend with a
deity, or a mysterious yet irrevocable desting. To die.
saut in deemed (i be maleontent; it seems more than re-
ballions, it gsems traitorous ; and thia feeling beeomes ul-
timately so genaral that it seizes the dissenting individuals
thrmaclves They becoms sslinmed, and mingle with the
rest.  Individuality is destroyed, manly character .
rates, and the salatary effect of parties is forfeited. He
that clings to his conviction 1& put in ban as unnational,
and as an enemy to the people "

LOUISIANA

———

Uen Baoks's proclamation ordering & Hiate election in

world with the excaption of Ttaly and Deomark
It may be said, and said with truth, that these are ex
pendituies in time of peace. 1 bhave Been at some pains |
to look aver the expenditures of England and France in
the gigantic struggle of the Crimean war., That war was |
declared on the 27th of March, S04, and the Crimea was
evacusated by the Allies July 12, 1857, lasting a Jittle more
than three years snd five mootbs, The total naval ex-
nditures of Great Britain doring the war were $202,-
2210, and of France $57 577,578, making s total of
#349,009 785 for the whole naval expenses of Franee and
Eugland during the Crimesn war, which wae Jess than
0130.000.000‘ & year; so that we are called upon this year
| to appropriste for our navy $40,000 000 more than was
| spent by the combined nations of France and Englacd in
| eny ooe year dmiog the Crimean war. [ have got these |
4 statistion for the purpose of letting the Senate and the
| eountry s e what we are to do. g
| But, Mr. President, [ want to onll the sttention of my |
friend from lowa (Mr. GRIMES) to an explanation whi
he made of 8 bill where extravagant prices were pa'd, and
] want to say to him that the explanation which be gave,
| to wy mipd, is entirely uneatisfactory, snd that I am in- |
formed by thoss who pretend to know that io that olass

Louisiana i said to bave taken sll parties by surpries,
snd to have disconeorted many plans. Apparently it dis-
turbed some of the sohemes of the Free State General
Committes ; for on the next day that body passed a series
of resolutions, which, sfter reciting that " whereas N. P.
Banks, Major General,” &e., bad issued this proclama.
tion, prooeeded in the following very eool strain:

* Therefore be it resoloed, That this Fres State (General
Committes, not’ relinguishiog ite judgment that the only
true path to reeonstruction is a convention to form a new
oonstitution before sny election for State officers; aod not
rencuneing its laswful plaim to have slavery abolished im-
medintely without the dangers of poy futile scheme of
gradusl emancipation | and not yielding ita assent to the
idea that the election of seven exacutive officers ean, by
any proper use of terme, be styled the Civil Government
of Louimaon ; bat nevarthaless reeognising the patiiotie
duty of endesvoring to plaee in office men whose opinions
are in barmony with the wante of Louisiana and the apirit
of the age, will take past in the elsctions

The resolutions then give i detail & plao of repressns

The guestion of permanent coufisoation which is now | warket price, there is not & single article that was under

: stanti | st price, and that will so ol investigation.
engaging the ailention of the Houss is one of very grest | 'tll"l:.ml:‘l:r: “_'::'::"'!"h at l.thmk l'?::'h inquired into,
moment. It will be remembered that the origioal messure i snid there xre some otizer matters that I think onght to be

somoerniog confiscation, which passed Congress eighteen | mqmmddmtu . I ll:ini’u:m ;l nm:'lu nﬁrtl;?ulu
o | in regard to the mode of furnishing supplies, ut I judge
mouths hgs, mise & groorsl swesp of the property of f LRy enifotusions the other dlyI:.m the Beaais are

rebels, both real “d g m.ﬁ for time. The Presi- | rather averse to makioy thesp inguiries, or st Iupt Averse
dent returned the bill with objections against that clause | to trusting them to the Committee on Negval Affaire 17 I
making confiscation of real estste extend beyond the life- | ever spoke the truth in all my life, m;rdnr Ib:'pc to do s,
because of its doubtfal titationali I declare that nothing on esrth would relieve me more
time of ¥he Sraifor, flad d.: tno:;:nﬂ‘:l::: ?0:;:2:::" '| than that the Senate should take this matter from the Na-
The cisuse was modified s0 | vai Committee and give it to & selact committes, snd that
to the life interest, sod i that shspe became & law A | 1hoy (hould be metrueted to make these inquiries
strong efiort is noW being inade to restore the clause to | 1t seemed to be inu?;unj tst thul‘; i;‘lqnil'iel look to
" make | opposition to the Nacy Department, sod, T belidve, to the
- :ﬂ(i;:!lhpﬂ » “b:o m‘ oonlu'f‘:n ::::::, | Administeation. Not so, Mr. President. [ ain pot bere to-duy
eu matter bas become one of imemediato pra: t mnke & professien of faith. 17 the history of ty humbie
importance. A large smount of real getate, belonging W | jife hus not classed me, it would be idle for me Lo undertake
rebels, is Gow in the hands of the Government, and in jus-
ice to the Nationsl Treasury, s well se 1o the negleched

to do it by agy profeasions now, | was opposed to stealing
propexty itsell, some disposition must be made of it  But |

from the Trensury whep it was done by the Damocrats.
| mRy

I am not in favor of baviog it dpoe by sny body,

: that it i= done, but T say thers arg thiage that onght

il any thiog wore thao a life interest is to be transferced, | to be iov sted.  Sir, the Good Book tella ge that Ju-
oew leginlation u necessary before the sale | dan h:u‘ybl wl;_l ;bﬁlnd.:u:;ﬂfhm th;i: hrlﬂ the
The constituticual bearidgs of the question, turaiag upon | contributions whic i . abt- ve diseiples in
tbe legal signifioation and effect of the term ** sitainder of common ; aud I suppore that if soy body guestioned his

: integrity Jadne gronounced bim st onee a foe of Christ
tresson,” we do uot eare to disouss, It wesms to us that | god Christ anity. Not so, wir: if there be dishonest prag

andusr attention has been given to it o Congress—nsny | tices, if there be defacts in the |_l.. il thora be any thing
soeming to think that if the right of wholeasls confisention | i gt o el g sune dicios
eould be establisbed there could be o further question. | Mr lI!::'luﬁndilB‘ his resolition, at the suggestion of
But there is & further question, and one of vast coose | Mr. GrisEs, so as to make it resd as follows :

quence. It s that of equity sad good policy. 1sit wise | Resoleed, That o selact committes 1;“’":;'" -;{ 'mv: Gen. Hosecrnna, it ls siated, hos been aasigued to the !
1 | by the Chair to investigate the rubject of orral sappliss, 4o m y .
to exercise the right 1,;‘“:&-1 hrl“l "swm o éad papers and wilitary department of Missourl, reliesing Gen. Schofield,

it will not do to gauge ihese gieat State mensures, ar | 4y employ & sesographer,
oy are disposed to do, by the stern standards of abstract

- — e -

L kiv resolution, na thus Amended, was sdopted.

I donot |

of supplies where & thousaad per cent. was paid above the l tation in the Convention which the Committes reeom-

MARYLAND LEGISLATURE.

In the Maryland Seoate on Wedoesdsy Mr. Brisoce in®
troduced resolutious to pay the people of Maryland for the
;"u.nhwfal seigare " of their property by the *wilitar
| foroes of the Uunited Btstes and of the Confederate Btates."
Mr. Stirling introduced a joiut resolution approving of the
Administration of President Lioeoln, endorsing his aw-
nesty proelsmation, und deolaring that his re-elsction to
the Presidency of the United Btates “ is the earnest desire
of & vest majority of the loyal people of Marylaud." The
resolution was briefly disoussed sod then laid over. The
special order of the day, the bill reported by the joint
committee providing fur the culling of a Btate Coostitu-
tional Convention, gave rise to a spirited discussion, which
lasted up to the adjournment without any direst vote
being taken. ;

In the House of Dalegates on the same day the bill re-
ported by Mr, Stoekbridge providing for the ocalling of a
Btate Constitutional Convention was tsken up and passed
to a second reading. The bill reported by the minerity of
the committee was offered ss a substitute, but a vobe on
the motion had not teen reached when the House ad-
journed. On a motion to amend Mr. Ntockbridge's bill so
as to postpone the eleetion of delegates to the Convention
uatil 1865, the vote stood ayes 13, nays 51,

The Maryland House of Delegates on Thursday rejeoted,
by 49 votes to 20, an amendment to the convention bill,
providing that the vote of the people necessary to sustain
the eall for a convention shall be * st least a majority of
the legal voters of the State, as ascertained by the votes
of the Btate at the last election for electors of President
and Vice President.” The House also rejectad, by 51
votes to 13, an amendment providing that unleas Congress
shall make an appropriation before the 20th of March,
1864, to aid the Btate of Maryland in earrying out the im-
mediate emancipation of slavery, the Governor shall fssus
his proclamation declaring the law calling said convention
null and void. The Benate adopted, by 20 votes to 1, an
amendment to the convention bill ¢ffered by Mr. Ricaud,

the votes cast for or- against a convention, shall certify
that no organiged military or other armed force had ap-
peared at the place where the polls had been held and in.
terfored with the said election ; and in cases of such mili-

it shsll be the duly ¢f the Governor to order a new elec-
tion after ten days' notice in such ‘election district or pre-
cinot. In the House, the resclutions approving of Mr,
Linoolu's policy and fuvering his re-slection were adopted
by 40 votes to 22. 1n the House of Delegates, on Friday
Mr. Tyson proposed to strike out of the convention bill
the whole of the test oath, and he and the SBpeaker (Mr.
Kemp) addressed the House in favor of the motion, but
the House adjourned without coming to a vote.

The proceedings in the Maryland Benate on Monday
were not important. The Convention bill was not taken
up. In the House of Delegates the Convention bill was
sgain under consideration, Mr. Btockbridge addressed
the Houss at length in favor of retaining the section au-
thorizing the administration of an oath of allegiance to
challenged voters. Mr. Jones proposed s modifieati-n of
the cath. Messra. Tysoo, of Howard, and Clarke, of
Prince George’s, spoke in opposition to the oath A vote
waa finally taken, and the section requiring a test oath was
stricken out—ayes 33, nays 28; twelve members being
absent or not voting,

The Maryland Benate on Tuesdsy hgain had the ** con-
vantion bill"" under consideration. Amendments proposing
to make the compensation of slave.owners & condition pre-
cedent to emancipation were rejected—ayes B, nays 10.
The House of Delegates also had up the econvention bill.
Mr. Tyson snd Mr. Clarke offered amendments requiring
certificates from the judges of elections that no test oath
had been required from voters, snd that no military inter-
ference had been used to intimidate voters. In oase of
either being required or used & new election to be ordered
by the Government. Mr. Clarke’s amendment was re-
Jjected—ayes 17, nays 54. Mr. Tyson's smendment, which
is the same as the ampndment adopted in Senate, was also
rejectad—ayes 19, mays 51. At the evening sesmon the
bill waa ordered to a third reading without farther amend-
ment, and made the speeial order for Wednasdny.

POLITICS IN MARYLAND.

The Baltimore Amerioan of yesterday publishea spesches
of the Hon. MONTGOMERY BLAIR, Mr. SBenator Hicks,
and Hon. THOMAS BWANN, delivered before the Maryland
Legislature, st Annapolis, on Friday evening. Mr.BLAIR'S
speech is confined to a general discussion of the causes of
the rebellion and an advoeaey of the President's emanci-
pation and amnesty proclamations. It does not touch
upon State matters. Benator Hicks spoke very briefly,
and declared himself in favor of prompt action by the
Btate in reference to emancipation. ‘' There is,” be mys,
“no practical benefit in temporizing over a subject which

Mr. SWANN avowed the intention of himsell snd friends
to push the sterd of emancipation ** with whip and spur
until the whole State of Maryland, from its centre to its
eircumference, shall be awakened to an ediet of universal
emancipation.” He said that he did not balieve that the
Union eould be ressnstructed upoa a sound and enduring
basis until slavery has been extinguished in every State
where it now exists. .

PENNSYLVANIA SENATE

The Philadelphia American of Saturday says that the
Spenker of the State Benate baviog acquirad positive
knowledge that Benator White, of Indiana county, bas re.
signed his seat in the Benate and that the resignation is
in the hands of his father, Jodge White, has determined
te put an end to the legislative dead-lock at Harrsburg,
by issuing & writ, pursusnt to the requirsments of the law,
ealling for n special elaction 1 the Indisns Senatorial dis-
triot to fill the vacaney oceasioned by the resignation.

THE VIRGINIA CONVENTION.

Tt in stated that the following delegates have been elactad
to the Virginia Constitational Convention; Alexandria |
county, Walter L. Penn; Fairfax, John Hawxhurst; Alex-
andria and Fairfax senstorial, district, Samuel Beach
Prince William eounty, Willinm C. Athey ; Norfolk and
eounty, Dr. Webb and Mr. Winn. The vate was light at
mant of the polliog places.

TENNERSEE.

There wha & large meeting in Nashville ou the evening
of the 22d instant to consult on the restoration of the civi
government in the Slate. Over two thousand persons
were in attendsnoe. Resolutions wers passed recoguising
the wuthority of the Nations! Govermment to secure a
yepublicsn government in the rebellivus Btates by appoint-

| mends, and advise that delegator should take the oath pre-
\ soribad by the President’s smoesty proclamation, * aod
the oath of the Free State General Committes.”
BLOCKADE RUNNERS ARRESTED
Patrolman Cline, of the first district, on Tueeday stop-
ped the stage from Port Tobacco sad arrested several
peraous who proved to be blockade runners, and lately
from Richmoud. On their persons were found between
thirty and forty thousand dollars in gold, twenty two gold
watches, five Georgia Stats bonds of $1,000, and two
North Carolioa State bonds. The following are their
names . Thomas Clayton, Bamuel Palmer, Jan. Thomas
Chris. Balgis, and E 8. Ebbs. They were sent to the
(id Capitol by the Provost Marahal

LARGE PROFITE,

| The profita of ths Massachusetts maoulscturers during
| the past sz monthe tsve beeh very great. Large sume
| baye heeo enrried to the reservé fund for Lhe improve-
went or extension ol the works, and dividends nveraging
ten per eent. in gold bave bean declared by tweniy-three
mills.  Thess twenly three nills, with & pspital on the
old rperie banie of $20.340,000, pay, socording to fhe

of $1,763,200.— Boston Joyrnal.

Qen. Foster, who is reported to be too sick for duty.

»

United Stgtan Feonominat, sn aggregate currency dividend

ing military Governors ; denouncing slavery sa an evil in
iteelf, and as the cause of the rebellion; aod ndvising the

izapion of the Siate GGovernment by s Constitu-
tional Convention composed of delegates pledged te imme-
diste and universal emangipation. The resolutions com-
mend the inlegrity and fdelity of - Governor Jobnson, and
request bim to cell such a Convention. A committee was
sppointed to select delegates to the ** Southern Free Btate
Conveotion” io Louisville. Governor Johnson made a
two hours' speech, in which he took grounds in favor of
the apeedy sbolition of slavery and the restorstion of Ten-
nessee an & Free ftats

WIBOONBIN AND THE WAR.

The message of the Governor of Wisconsin shows the
foancial, edueational, aod commerocial eondition of the
Btate to be inferior to that of no other Btate in the Union,
The debt of the State s $1,774,000, much of which was
ineurred in putting soldiers in the field, and the remainder
in buildiog the State Capitol, &¢. The amount which is

to be repaid by the Guvernment will be sufficient
to liguidate sll Btate indebtedness. In contributing men
for the war, Wiscoosin has done nobly.  ('n the first day
of November lnst she had placed in the field thirty-four
ts of infantry, thres regiments of osvalry, twelve

thonsand nine hundred and sixty-three—nsarly

who hee procesded to Knoxville, Tennesee, to relieve | one-half of the entire number—have besu lost o the

vice by death, dissbility, or discharge. :

requiring that the judges of election, in their return of | =

tary interference within any election distriot or preecinet | o

has slready been disposed of, virtusily, by ourrent evente." | p

CONGRESSION A L.

e ——— e ———— e

1o the House of Representatives, on Monday,
the 26th instazt—

Mr. DAWES, from the Commiltee oo Elections, to
whioh were referred tLe oredentisls of A. P. Field, claim-
ing to be elected from the State of Louistans, submitted
8 report, scoompanied by the following resolution :

Resolved, That A. P. Field is not entitled to & seat in this
m us esontative from the Biate of Louisluna in the

y eighth Congress, g

Mr. DAWES, from the same committes, to whom were
refarred the credentiuls of Joseph Begar, clsiming to be

a Representative from the Btate of Virginig, also wads a
mr& in that oass, sccompauied by the following resolu-

Resolved, That Joseph Se is pot entitled to u seut In
this House a8 & v“;"in the Thirty-eighth Congress
from the first district of Virginia. :

Mr. UPSON said that while be coneurred in the result
expressed in the resolution, he did no: agree to some of
the statements contained in the report.

Thie reports and resolutions were laid on the table
ordered to be printed.

MILITARY 'ARRESTS, ETC.
Mr. McDOWELL offered the following series of reso-
I;:om. asod moved the previous question on their adop-

ald

Resoloed, 1. That this House fully recognises the great
fundamentsl proyision of the Coustitution of the Unites
Btaes which teas the FREEDOM OF SPEECH Lo every
Amerioun ; and thut neither the President, nor any

reon aeting in a subordinate capacity to him, has the righi-
EI authority to arrest and lm non a citizen of the Loyl
%.nm for whe utterunce of seutiments disiusteful to the men

er.

That we rceogniee in the FREEDOM OF THE PRESS the
great bulwark of civil liberty ; and that those person: tem-
porwily intrusted with power have not the rightful aathori-
1y, in States not in rebellion, to rubvert greal con-
siitutiopal goarantee by issving military orders, or by a re-
sort. to any other means unknown to the liwsof the cotntry.

3. That the ﬂm&n ‘secnrity of pereons from arrest, in the
Loyal Buates, when no crime is churged, is a sncred right
guarantied to every citizen; and that neither te Prasident,
nor any one acting by his authority, has the legal right to
arrest, imprison, or ort our people without “ due pro-
cons of law," requirio vit, warrdnt, irrest, and iarby
u]uﬂf the country impartially sslected,

4. That the privilege of the writ of habeas corpua is a fan-
dameirtal and inherent right belonging to the American peo
‘ple, solemnly y express provision of the Consti-
tation, that eanuvot be dedied to the citizens of the Loysl
Btates, whers the courts are ocpen snd the administration of
justice uoobe ructed, and *‘invasion and rebellion” do not

ist. Y

5. That ::; Eemmiuu of ‘ntgnhli:ﬂlogimﬁl- r(?a is one of
expressed m! wers, 1 neither Congress nor
the Executive have ihgo“ lawfu! right" to intirfsma‘rwir.h ;.ha
established righ & and domestic institutions of the several

6. That we reaffirm our unalteruble devotion to the Conati-
totion of the United Btates, and to ench uud every provision
thereof, us framed by the fathers, including those provisions
relating to the rights of property and the inviolability of con
tracta, a8 understood ana ioterpreted by the Supreme Couart
of the United States.

The %mionl uestion was not seconded, and
Mr. WABHB E, of Illinos, sropming to debale the
resolutions, they were laid over under the rule.

PEACE REBOLUTIONS.
Mr. EDGERTON offered the following resulutivus, sud
demanded the previous question on ther adoption :
Whereas this House, on the 17th day of December lnat,
adopted, with but one dissentient vote, the following reso u-
?}T" to wit: “ ﬂ:ﬁdval, mbﬂ‘r hold irl to be the duty of
to pase ull necessary ® Lo sup men and money,
and Ee d P:f the people to render enryp {id in their pow:r
to the o« ted authorities of the Government in the crush-
ing o3t of the rebellion, and in benging the ‘leaders thareof
to condign punishment :” Therefore, in explanation of the
foregoing resolution, und in further expression of the opinion
and purpose of this se,
Resolved, Thay the aid hitherto liberally supplisd lo man

and m , by the people of the United Siates, to enuble the
Federal Kxeculive to ‘pmmuw the existing civil war has
been so , by all citizens traly faithfal o the Federa!

Union and Constatation, for the , wnd uo. other, ex.
in the resolution adopted vy Cougress'in July, 1861,
ve of the object of the war, sud ¢ immonly kn vwn as

“the Crittend: n resolution ;" and public faith, true Christian

humanity, und wise sistesmanship alike demand strict adber-

ence by * the constituted authorities of the Governmeunt” to
the purpose orobject of the war e thus declured by Congress
and acceptad by the people.

Resolved, That the detuand of the President, in his procls-
mation of December 8, 1863 that the peocle of the Stutes
whersin rebellion exists shall swear to abide by and support
his proclamations of emancipation, in other words change, or
submnit to the chrnge, ut his dicration, of their Btuts constita-
tions, local laws, stic institutions, not inconsistent
with the Coestitution of the United States; before snch Stares

or their people will by Lim be considered t) have coused to
be in and entit'ed to pardon or amnesty, and entitled
to their constitutioual

ta of State rvemml. in harmony
wi b the Goverament of the United Btates, is, in the judg
mentof this Hoose anoppressive and itutional d d,
he lendoncly and effest of which,'if pergisted in and enforced
by war, will be to substaniially change the object snd character
tof the war on the part of the Fedoral Government {roin one
o protect, defeud the Consti of the United
States us the suprems law of the land, to n revo'ntionary war
the eonstitutional rights and sovereigaty of Federal
¥ subversive of the constitational Govern
ment of the Uuited States, and of su:li & war we now record
onr disapproval,

Reselved, That in view of the immense
manded by the President nad supplied to
poorln, and hitherto ed by
will, with listle deferanca or regard to the opinions and con-

ons of the very large number, it not majority, of 1aith-
ful Union citizens in the United States who have doubted or
djuprxmod his policy in the conduct of the wur and his ex-
truordinary assumptions of executive yower, aud in view of
the dangers to coustitutional linerty and the manifold evils
that ever uttend civil war, we desire peace and the repluce-
ment under its healthfal and benign irfluence, wth the least
oseible further waste of the blood and treasure ofthe peopls,
of all the relations and functions of eonstiutional Government,
State uud Federul, now distarbed and enda gered; and we
therefore deprecate all vindietive and revolutionsry measures
and policy, military or civil, as teuding to tivide the Union
men of the mum.r{, to aggravate the ovils av ! to intensily
the animosity of the war avd prolun[g ite daration, nnd we
z-- ine, and do wldhllyl lnvi;o;;‘:d 1; edge our co-operation
negotiations, proposals, un ris (or pssce upon the basis
of u r.storation of the Federnl Union under thepcnonnil akon
as it i, lenving to the free constitutional action of the peopls
mv'i vestions of nmendwents of the Federal Consitution, ana
leaving aleo to the yeople of each State, as their nuguestior-
able nght, the right, and its free exercise, Lo form, regulate,
nod control their State ons, lawe, und domestie io-
stitations in their own way, subject only to the Constitution
of the United States.

The previous queation was not seconded, and Mr, AR-
NOLD proposing to debate the resolutions, thay were laid
over, under the rule.

INCREASED FAY OF SOLDIERS.

Mr. HOLMAN submitted the following resolution, upon
whioh he demanded the previous question : .

Resolped, That the immedinte inorease in the puy of the
private soldiers of the army is imperatively demsnded by
every consideration of justice and sound pablic policy ; that
ruch increase is_especinlly necossary and proper in bahalf of
thoss who entered the army prioe to the adoption of
the present regulations as to bounties, and that the Commit-
tee on Military Affairs be jnstrocted to report n bill at the
earliest practicable moment increasing the pay of the privaw
soldiers to sorrespond su Ily with the incresse in Lo
prios of labor und all articlea of domestic consumption wines
:h-.n!“&f the private soldier wws fixed ut thirtesn dollare
per mouth,

Mr. STEVENS. 1 ask the gentleman from Indisos to
change his resolution into one of inguiry.
Mr. HOLMAN. After so muoh delay, I think it propar
that there should be a definite expression on the part of
the Fouse upon this subject. 17 the pay of our soldiers is
to be inoreased it 1 time it were dons, The subject has
been referred to the Committes on Military Affuirs several
times an & matter of inquiry Suob reso'utions have pro-
duced no result. Tha adoption of an imperative resolution
onn alone be effsctive.  If gantlemen favor an incrense of
the pay of the private soldiers of our nrmy, an fmperative
instruotion miuet be sdopted.

Mr. BSTEVENS. I hope the previons queation will aol
be sustained

The House divided; and the tellors reportad—ayea 56,
uoes 65. 8o the Housa refused to sscond the demand for
the provions question.

r. STEVENS. I move that the yesolution be referred

to the Committee on Military Affairs,
Mr. HOLMAN. If the resolution is roferred to the
Committee on Military Affairs undar this motion, does it
g0 there as an imperative instruction, or is it discretionary
the committes whether they will report the bill or

SPEAKER. Tbe resclution being imperative, hne
roe unless it be by the House. If referred
eommittee, it would merely be a matter lor inquiry
. HOLMAN. Then I sek for the yeas and naye on
hhaqud:ou o taken; aod it was decided in the aff
waa laken ; was decided in the affir-
ve, as follows :
YEAS—Mosvrs, Alldy, Mlhnnbt‘la:-hlndarmn. Mhir-f',' Jolin D,

Baxter, Blow Boyd, Sroomnll, Willimn

rose W. Preaman bur{f" Cobb, Cole, Thoman
T, Daw Do A Dml:-; Farnawarth, Fenton,
Frank, “m , Hotehkim, Asihel W.
Iw H. Hubbard, denckos, Julinn, Kasson, Kel-
e, Kellogg, Longyear, Murvin, Meludos, Samel ¥ Mitier,

{;}war of war de-
m by a patristie
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CONFISCATION OF REBEL PROPERTY
We iusart below brief sketches of seversl of the speeches

the property upon which it shall be brought to bear.

Mr. VOORHEKS aaid that there were se
wen on his side ol the House who desired to be heard, and

“ﬂ & vots oould Lot ba taken uotil they had bad sn op-
portunity Lo exproes their views." TB:B however, had no
disposition ts nbuse the putience of House, or to re-
sort to any faotious opposiion to the measure. Xihs
Mr. SWEAT expressed lin surprise that an attempt had
been made 1o abridge or stfle discussion upon sueh an

p:mmr ?'hb""‘fx ne :h;}z of ewiun. denied
charge of Mr. Davis, of Marylaod, tha minority came
here to embarrass the Administration, snd that they wers
went hither for that purpose by their constituents W
this the spirit in which the gentleman extended the
hand of fellowship to them while they were
Adwinistration in every sot consistent with i
and eivilzation, in putting down this rebellion7 He threw
baok thesn charges iuto the tecth of the gentleman from
Maryland. y

Mr, WASHBURNE formed the gentleman that Mr.
Davis was not now in his seat. :

Mr. SWEAT uaid iz was the duty of the gentleman to
be here. As to the charge that the minority of this Houss
attempt o embarrass the Administration, and were
here for this purpose, he (Mr. SWEAT) would say,
Clod and the country, thal the purpose of his heart
"hin conntituents was not to embarrass the Adm
but to aid it in putting down the rebellion. The
had ebown sueh o patriotic disposition oo this
bad wade no factious opcnui:ion. They had to
the Govervment by furniehing men and money
ited extent (o end the war. It would be remembered
\‘H.t blood ia this war was shed i.n‘l: Bnltimng.

assuchuseits troops were passing through L
President and the otpitu.l. and to protect the laws and pre-
serva’ the Constitution. The gentlemsn from
oame from that Istitude, sud be (Mr. SWEAT)
that if thers had beeu & fair and free votein tre fourth
district of Maryland some other gentleman than Mr. DAvis
would now be in bis seat. ‘L'h. altack of the géntleman
from Marylsud was wanton, noprovoked, and inexcusable.
The gonileman, therefore, was the last man entitled to
mske that charga.
Mr. BWEAT proceeded to say that the legislation now.
proposed was in effect to repeal the decision of the Preai-
dent that forfeiture of estates shall not extend beyond the
lifetime of a person convicted of treason. He bad
eimple theory, namely : prosecute the war vigorously
earnestly, uutil the rebellion shall be subdued. Repeal
unconstitutional laws, snd paes none but what sre
tutional ; apd when armed rebellion is put down let the
States eome back in weleome, and let squuuﬁndl of dis-
pate be settled by the proper judicial tribunals of the 1wnd.
He did not believe in tbe power of the Presid®ant or Con-
gress, or any other source outside of the Constitution, to
blot out States and State lines, a3 advocated by certain
persons in the country.

Mr. MORRIS delivered a epeech in fuvor of the bill.
Ha did not see how the rebels ocould elaim the protection
of the Constitution, and he should not besitate to confis-
cnte their estates. The landholders of ths South insugu-
rated the rebellion, snd they are responsible for the re-
sults
Mr. ROGERS spoke at length in opposition to the bill,
He said when an atteinpt was made to subyert the great
prineiples which actusted our forefathers in the formation
of the Coustitution by the pasaage of the joint resolution °
uow peding, und which waa in direet eonflict with the
orgauic lnw, be would be dereliet in his duty did be pot
rige and solemuly protest sgaiost

legislution propoasd.  He believed there was a delibsrate,
wilful, aud cherishod design on the part of those

ing the Admimstration to override the Constitution, and
to blot out the prineiples of conetitutionsl liberty vindi.
cated and maintaived by Washiogton, Jefferson, Madison,
and Jackson. He argund that they eou'd no more confls-
cate estates beyoud the life of the vraitor than they could
work sitainder of blood, which was probibited by the
Constitution.

i
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THE DISTRESS AT THE SOUTH.
A peutloman who has spent several years in Macon,
Georgia, where Lo was engaged in business, and who re-
eently escaped by means of a passport permitting him to
visit Europe, renched Newark, New Jersey, where hia
riends reside, a fow days since. His sccount of the con-
dition of effairs at thegSouth confirms the reports lataly
received from other refagess and the public journals. It
is thus related by the New York Evening Post:

“The rebellion, he declares, is an utter failure;
the leaders #eo that suceess is out of the question, while
the commou people would hail with delight the restoration
of the Federal authority. Oa the day thia loft
Macon, one of the principal bankers of the plsce said to
him: *Our only hope now is that the Federal army will
deliver ur from our troubles ; fur witbout that interven-
tion we must periah.’' ‘I 'be utmost deatitation « where
prevails; setnal starvation is at the doors of i:’nﬁl of
the poorer classes, and even those who supposed them-
selves, from their possession of large means, beyond the
rench of want, have found themaelves reduced to compa-
rative poverly,
"l']l‘he rebel '"ﬁ"“f“ nre . enforeing the
in all parts of the Bouth with pitiless energy, foreing into
the ravks men of all ages nnpd eondil.hnl.,' Even gray-
baired old men, 8o enfecbled by age that a mooth’s priva-
tions in camp or field must put them in their graves, are
snatshed up by the officers of eonseription, the pro-
position recently magde in the rebel Congress by Benator
Hrown, to loree into the service every person in the Con-
federacy over the age of sixteen years, is lits: oarried
out. This who'esals consctipt on has oooa-
sioned the greatest suffuring, leaving entire and
communities without sny means of delenos or subsistence,
and rnduning ctaos and misery every where
“The greatest ignorsces ix said to exist
ple geuerally an to the condition of affairs st the
they are toid that our people are subjected to a cruel
potiswm ; that there is no liberty of apeeoh or action ;
the Government means to destroy the entire
the South, und that were the Bouthern people at
went o abandon (heir contest they would be
the severest penalties that maligoity could invent.
even this, we are tld, would no: prevent a desertion
the rebel cause by the great mass of people, wers
tavity sfforded thew ; they would glldpl;n run all
eheerinlly submit to the worst that might await
they eculd only escape the rigors of rebel rule.
“ Our inforannt says that he himself expeoted that u
Ianding from the stesmer in this city be would be seized
and hurried to prison me s suspicious charaoter, and he
adda that when, vn eoming ashore, he was permitted togo
abuout his busioess without sny molestation, and without
nolies even from wny quarter, he was as natonished
as he wall could be.
“The gentleman who furnishes these stataments is
koewa to us as entirely trustworthy and sinoers, and he.
speaks wholly of what be has seen and known, Three
years ngo he wrote lobters to persons at the North, with
whom be had dealings, seseversting ia the str terms
that the Scuth eonld not be subdued; that North
wiuld not fight, nod that if it did, eould not bold out in
the couteat ; now he delares the only hope of the South is
in the advance of the Northern armies and the prostration
of the infamous despotiom which is enting out the vitals of
Soutbern life and making the fairest s desciate and
ghastly."”
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FROM CHATTANOOGA.

——

CHATTANOOGA, JAN. 23 —Deserters say that Jobn

Morgan bas arrived at Atlantn, aud will start with & bri-

gade composed of the Second Kentucky and Third Als-

bama regiments, cavalry, and monnted infantry, to cut the

Chattauooga railroad. Morgan made a speech at the

Washinglon Hotel, declaring that the Yaokee army must

evacuate Chattanoogs. The rebol Gon. Wheeler is on -

the ave of a raid. Tt s believed he will turn in the direo-

ticn of Loudon and Knoxville

On the 20th iustant a fight took place near Russsliville. ‘
Aflarge rebel fores attacked an Ohio regiment on picket, :
kitling Adjutant Smith and four men, wounding fourteen,
and then drove the regiment to Blain's Cross-Roads. We
lost ¢ ne piece of artillary.

Generals Graot and Butteifisld arrived to-day.

RECONSTRUCTION IN ARKANBAS.
Catno, Jan. 26,—Col Caldwell, of ths 3d Towa, brings
somo interasting information from Littls Roek conoerning
the reeonstruction movement in Arkansas, The State
Convention, which nssembled on tha 8:h instant, had about
completed its Isbora.  Mueh of the greater portion of the
State was representsd. and no deliberative body ever as-
sembled in the State comprissd moia solid worth snd.in-
telligrnes than this convention. An articls prohibiting.
alavery was adopted with but one disseoting vote. The
eonatitution ia to ba submitted t, the penple on the second
Monday in March, at which time the Sta's offieers and
members of the Logidators are to be elegtad.  The Le-
gislsture is to meat an the third Monday in April. The no-
tion of the convention in universally satisfactory to the
loyal men Tt is beliaved that the loysl citizens will be

Ui, | abe to poll twenty thousand votew for the Conatitation.

The conveution will recoimend & suitable person for Pro=
viuonal Goveraor, ey




